
Templefield Lower School

KS1 Maths Workshop

Helping our children to achieve and enjoy 
maths.  



- To give children the chance to explore ways of 
finding an answer, and being able to explain why 
it works 

- To give them the key skills needed to solve real 
world problems and examples

- To provide opportunities to apply these skills in 
practical situations

Aims



Developing understanding
 Prompting thinking & questioning

 Providing opportunities to manipulate, experience and see 
(use of resources and CPA – concrete , pictorial, abstract)

 Develop thinking through investigation

 Reasoning and making connections

 Engaging in talk

 Enabling learning through drawing attention to.

 Encouraging children to make links and generalise



White Rose 



White Rose 





KS1 Mental Arithmetic
The emphasis in KS1 is on mental 
arithmetic BUT based on practical 
activities. Useful things to practise at 
home include:
• Doubles and halves
• Bonds of 10, 20 and 100
• Adding 2 small numbers
• Adding or subtracting
• Using different vocabulary



Mastering number sessions 
 Mastering Number is designed to help children in 

EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 to embed good number sense 
including fluency and flexibility with number facts

 https://wymathshub.co.uk/work-groups/early-years-
primary-projects/mastering-number-2/

 It’s important for children to be able automatically 
recall number facts 

https://wymathshub.co.uk/work-groups/early-years-primary-projects/mastering-number-2/


Mastering Number sessions 
 Subitise – instantly recognising the amount

 Composition of number – (Numberblocks in 
reception, what a number can be made from) 

 Variation – arrangements and compositions of 
numbers in different ways 

 Representation and structure – how we can represent 
numbers concrete and pictorially 

 Mathematical talk – use of stem sentences





for larger numbers, or too many numbers to deal with mentally  

Written Methods

We will attempt to touch on as many written 

methods as we can in the time we have. Please stay 

at the end and ask if you are unsure or have any 

further questions.



Concrete resources to support 
understanding 



Concrete – Pictorial -Abstract



Addition

• Counting on using objects

• Counting on using number line / tracks

• Counting on using a hundred square

• Blank number line (bridging)

• Partitioning



• Counting back using objects 

• Counting back using a number line

• Counting back using a hundred square

• Blank number line

• Partitioning

Subtraction 













ADDITION : partitioning
 36 + 45 = 30 + 40 + 6 + 5

 = 70 + 11

 =   81

 or

 36 + 45 = 36 + 40 + 5

 = 76 + 5

 = 81

 Use of dienes blocks can 
support this. 



Multiplication
• Doubles – objects / beadstring
• Counting in steps of 2,5,10
• Counting objects
• Pictures
• Number lines
• Times tables
• Arrays
• Grid method INTO YEAR 3 





Arrays and numberline 
 Children represent by drawings, counters, cubes 

and begin to link to number line as repeated addition 





Division

• Halving

• Sorting hoops and objects

• Pictures

• Related times tables facts







Division

‘12 sweets shared equally between 6 children’

How many 6’s go into 12?

12 divided by 6?

12 shared by 6?

There is no need to 

divide!  Use your 

tables knowledge!



Helping at home
Some Dos…

…And Some Don’ts!

• Play (maths) with your child
• There are opportunities for impromptu 

learning in games with real people that you 
can't get from a DS or Xbox

• Let your child win or be better than you
• Otherwise all they learn is that you are 

better at maths than them
• Recognise that there is more than one 

way of doing calculations
• You may have learned one method, but 

children are actively encouraged to seek out 
alternative methods in school and choose 
one which works for them, no matter how 
long winded

• Be an actor
• Get excited about maths and your child will 

get excited too

• Don't expect them to understand after 
you've explained it once

• It is normal for a child to 'get it' one day, 
and then in a different context not know 
how to find an answer

• Don't tell them you are hopeless at 
maths

• You may remember maths as being hard, 
but you were probably not hopeless, and 
even if you were, that implies to your child, 
“I was hopeless at maths, and I'm a 
successful adult, therefore maths is not 
important”

• Don't get into an argument over 
homework

• It will be something that your child has 
covered in class, and if they really can't do it 
without a lot of tears and frustration, leave 
it and LET US KNOW!

Ideas taken from Maths for Mums and Dads 
Eastaway, R. and Askew, M. (2010)



Helping at home KS1
• Play board games 

• Cook – measuring and weighing

• Look at numbers in the environment e.g. 
telephone keys, number plates, door numbers, 
book pages, sleeps until Christmas! 

• Money 

• Comparing heights

• Birthdays, Months of the year, Days of the week

• Time


